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MINUTES OF THE 111TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF NORTH STEYNE SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB INC. 
HELD ON SUNDAY 22nd JULY 2018 AT NORTH STEYNE SLSC 
 
Meeting commenced at 11.05am 
 
Chairperson, President Frank Traugott welcomed those in attendance including life members, members and 
sponsors.   
 
PRESENT 
James Griffin MP (Member for Manly), Councillor Sarah Grattan (representing the Mayor of the Northern Beaches 
Council), Jean Hay AM (Patron), David Hay (Patron), Steve McInnes (CEO SLSSNB), Des McAteer (President, 
Balgowlah RSL), John Garland (Director, Balgowlah RSL), Life Members, Members and sponsors 
 
Life Members and Distinguished Service Members: 
Neil Purcell, Arthur McCarroll, Keith Crampton, Ronald Morton, Jack Sutherland, Paul Day, Shan Grose, Peter St 
John, Keith Abraham, Paul Mathew, Jon Colwell, Mark Neighbour, Trevor Lane, Shannon Job, Frank Traugott 
 
Other Members and Guests as per attendance book. 
 
APOLOGIES 
Michael Regan, Bernie Burrows, Damian O’Shannassy, Col Stanford, Paul Thomson, Todd Moore, Bill McLerie, Peter 

Landsey, Clem O’Grady, Peter Rogers, Hillary James, Richard Donaldson, Rebecca Chapman, Gordon Lang, Ross 

Birch, Shaun Falzarano, Ella Falzarano, Deb Foote, Adam Traugott, James Purvis, Greg Bennett, Ewan Cooper-Frater, 

Emma Hillier 

That apologies be accepted. 
 
Moved: Jo Cooper   Seconded: David Cowell   Carried 
 
VALE 
 
On behalf of North Steyne, the Chair gave his condolences to those who had lost family members and friends 
during the year. A special mention was made in tribute to the recent loss of members and friends within the surf 
lifesaving community including Alan McClure, Cath Donald, Malcolm Irvine and John Strong. It was noted from the 
floor that former members Frank Ashworth and Steve O’Riley had also passed away during the year. We also 
remember Dick Higgins with his ashes scattering.   
 
Dan Hillier, Club Captain, paid special tribute to Alan McClure and noted Alan’s very engaging and caring nature. In 
memory of Alan, we have named our Young Club person of the Year award after him.  
 
One minute silence was held in tribute to the recent loss of life within the surf lifesaving community. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the 110th Annual General Meeting of Sunday 23rd July 2017 are correct as read. 
 
Moved:  Tony Falzarano    Seconded: Paul Mathew                    Carried 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM THESE MINUTES 
Nil 
 
111TH ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
The Chair presented the Annual Report to the members and reflected on an extraordinary 110th anniversary 
season.  
 
Once again there were no lives lost during patrols for the 111th year in a row. North Steyne membership was up 
again by 10%, and we were one of only two clubs in the branch which had membership growth.  
 
Our anniversary celebrations commenced with an outstanding dinner, and we had the Premier, Gladys Berejiklian, 
visit the Club to mark our 110th anniversary and present the National Medal for Service to 3 members. We opened 
up the club to the public for Heritage Day, and our “extraordinary league of 6 gentlemen” were featured on the 
Today Show for their combined 400 years of service to the Club.  
 
We were recognized as the 2nd Most Outstanding Club, most outstanding in education and won 9 awards at the 
Sydney Northern Beaches Branch (SLSSNB) awards night.  It was noted that 7 of these awards are progressing 
through to the SLSNSW state awards – more than any other club in NSW.  
 
The Chair reflected that that there are very few volunteer organisations left today that have survived 110 years let 
alone served the community with such distinction. He thanked the members, sponsors, NSW government and 
Northern Beaches Council, as well as Audrey Bruen for her contribution to the Club.  

The Chair concluded that everyone can be very proud of what we have achieved this season. 

The Treasurer, Tony Falzarano, said he was incredibly proud to present the 2018 financial results which have been 
achieved due to the contribution of many people.   
 
Most areas of revenue improved as compared to the previous season with an increase from $291k (2017) to $365k 
(2108). Major revenue inflows included the grant of $45k to improve the club facilities and the 110th anniversary 
dinner and the wine fundraiser.  
 
Expenditure was also up for the year and this was mainly due to the dinner and the wine fundraiser. It was noted 
that the dinner did better than budgeted, and many other costs remained the same.  
 
The fundraising during the season contributed substantially to the revenue and it was a very good result for a club 
of our size. Sponsorship grew, particularly with surf boats, the BBQ did very well with limited increase in costs. The 
ocean swim was very successful, despite the difficult conditions.  
 
With the strong financial results, we were able to allocate money into both the Future Fund, which funds the 
scholarships, and the building fund. The net profit after the special purpose fund allocation was $39K (vs. $32k last 
season).  
 
It was noted that a lot of our assets have been around a long time and are fully depreciated. It is time that some of 
these assets be renewed.  
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Trevor Lane, Honorary Auditor, noted that it has been a good year, and looking back over the last 20 years, the 
figures are very strong. It is pretty easy to spend the money, and our money in the bank could go very quickly. The 
cost of running the Club is between $200-$300k, and if you look at the cashflow this has been good. We need a 
strong reserve to prop things up, and the Club looks very healthy in this regard.  
 
The Chair acknowledged and thanked Chris Stewart and Richard Donaldson for putting the Annual Report together, 
and for the great job done. Jo Cooper also congratulated Chris and Richard.  
 
Jean Hay AM said that it is an honour for her and David to be patrons at the 111th AGM. She noted it was lovely to 
come along and see the results in the Annual Report and hear Frank’s report about the year. She found it heart- 
warming to see how fantastic the club is progressing, and said the increase in membership is wonderful. She noted 
that it doesn’t seem all that long ago that the club was going to close, but because of all the hard work of many 
people it continues to flourish. That includes the contribution of people like Chris Dooley, Paul Mathew and Shan 
Gros. David Cowell also deserves all his awards and recognition. Jean noted that we owe Frank a debt of gratitude 
for all the great work he has done for the Club. She gave her congratulations once again and hopes to see everyone 
again in the 112th season. 
 
James Griffin noted that it has been a fantastic year. He went along to the dinner and had a great time. He reflected 
that North Steyne is a family club and felt right at home from the very beginning. He noted that what we do for the 
community is incredible, and he raised that on the ocean swim day the fact that Babe Watch took part. This is a 
group that swim together to raise awareness of mental health and young people. By doing what we do, we give 
other groups an opportunity to get together, and are a strong back bone of a healthy and vibrant community.  All of 
this is a credit to our members and volunteers. Congratulations on a fantastic year, and he will do what he can to 
support North Steyne.  
 
Steve McInnes said he was glad he could be at our AGM, and that Frank understated what a great year it has been. 
To take out the number of awards which we did, and looking at all we have achieved there has been an enormous 
amount of effort by many people. Thank you to the board and the leadership of Frank. Along with being president 
Frank also won the assessor of the year which is a huge effort. The mission of surf lifesaving is to is to save lives and 
build better Australian communities. North Steyne has delivered on this mission very well. 
 
That the Report be adopted: 
 
Moved: Arthur McCaroll  Seconded: Jack Sutherland   Carried 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS AND PLAQUES 
 

Life Membership  

 
The Chair advised that there has been a late change to the agenda and that the nomination for Tracey Hare-Boyd to 
be elected to life membership of the Club had been withdrawn. It was noted that what Tracey has done for the 
Club is extraordinary and being nominated for life membership is an honour in and of itself.  

Motion that Trevor Lane be elected to life membership of North Steyne SLSC. 

Proposer:  Jack Sutherland  Seconder: Ron Morton   
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Jack Sutherland spoke to the motion and said that Trevor had been a member since 1962. He competed for the 
Club, played rugby and has been the Club’s financial adviser and honorary auditor for many years. Trevor has 
contributed a lot over the years and is an outstanding person. Jack proposed that everyone support the motion.  
 
Ron Morton spoke to the motion and said he proposed Trevor for life membership as he has done a wonderful job 
in helping the Club, is a very strong supporter and has been involved for many years. He encouraged everyone to 
vote in favour of the motion.  
 
From the floor, Jo Cooper supported the motion. She said that Trevor had been of tremendous help to her when 
she first came onto the Board some 13-14 years ago. She could not have asked for a better mentor and the 
assistance he provided was tremendous.   
 
Motion was carried with a vote of the members. 
 
After the vote, Trevor spoke and said he joined Club when he was 13 years old and Jack Sutherland was the Club 
Captain. He would have never thought that some 60 years later he would be accepting life membership of the Club. 
He said the thing about this Club is that you get an early insight into how to help people, and what all the members 
do in helping the community. All members always come away with a good feeling about helping others. He still 
convenes a reunion once a year with his Sunday Sippers group, and people come from all over to attend this. 
Trevor looks forward to contributing over the coming years. 
 
Distinguished Service Awards 
Presented to David Cowell by Paul Mathew – Paul noted David’s work ethic, his many initiatives, being an allround 
good guy, and his contribution to the Club in terms of grants and financing. His track record is exceptional and he 
has been involved in every single aspect of the Club including Nippers, fundraising, patrolling, gear steward and the 
exceptional special needs Nippers program.  
 
Outstanding Service Awards 
Presented to Mark Maddox by Paul Mathew – Mark joined club 12 years ago. He contributed greatly to the 100th 
year anniversary book and is a Club historian. He has represented North Steyne at many events, including the 
Manly surfing reserve effort. He is a member of patrol 9 and widely shares his knowledge with all. Thanks to him as 
well for the wine fundraiser.  
 
Presented to Jodie Frazer by Kyra Jenkins – Jodie joined the Club as a Nipper parent, was on the Nipper’s 
committee and became Junior Activities Director. She has been a Director for 4 years, and is now the Competition 
Director. She is instrumental in arranging training and coaching and does many hours of patrol each season.    
 
Presented to Mark Stewart by Tony Falzarano – Mark is a quiet achiever and has devoted a lot of time to the Club. 
He was on the Nippers Committee, ran water safety, and got the Nipper club championships up and running. He is 
always willing to help, is a patrol captain and has won a number of awards including the Club Captain’s award, 
senior male patrol person and this season the patrol person of the year. 
 
Presented to Chris Gibbs Stewart by Danny Gompes – Chris was a Nipper mum, age manager, on the Nippers 
committee as secretary and competition manager, age manager, Club assistance secretary, assistant youth director 
and now Secretary for 3 seasons.  She has won a number of awards including best female patrol person and the 
President’s award. 
 
The Chair thanked the members of the Life Membership and Honours Panel for all their work with the awards. 
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National Patrol Service Awards presented to - 
15 years Deborah Foote, Malcolm Peake, Richard Donaldson 

10 years Rebecca Chapman, Chloe Platt 

5 years  Michael Bernerius, Philip Macken, Courtney Sloan, Mark Burns, Ella Falzarano, Angela Silberberg,            

                             Daniel Hillier, Harry Hickey, Ryan Bogatez, Ben Parry, Emma Hillier   

 
Future Fund Scholarships were presented by Paul Day to Amy Downing (not present) and Oscar Cowell. 
 
Chris Gibbs Stewart thanked Audrey for her great work and ensuring the smooth running of the Club on a daily 
basis.  
 
The Chair thanked Jo Cooper, who is retiring from the Board, for her many years of service and her hard work and 
dedication to the Club.   
 
ELECTION OF PATRONS, DIRECTORS, JUDICIARY PANEL AND TRUSTEES FOR SEASON 2017/2018 
 
The Chair thanked all Board members for their contribution during the season. He particularly acknowledged and 
thanked those Board members who were not standing again for the upcoming season.  
 
Paul Mathew took the Chair and declared all positions vacant. Paul noted that only one nomination had been 
received for nearly all positions, except for Assistant Chief Instructor. An election, therefore, was unnecessary as 
those that were nominated were automatically appointed to those positions. 
 
The following Board members were appointed at the AGM: 
 
President   Frank Traugott 
Deputy President  Jack Sutherland 
Treasurer   Tony Falzarano   Assistant Mark Neighbour 
Secretary   Christine Gibbs Stewart  Assistant Shannon Job 
Club Captain   Dan Hillier   Assistant James Purvis 
Chief Instructor   Kyra Jenkins   Assistant  
Competition Director  Deb Foote   Assistant Robert Szewczak 
Junior Activity Director  Brian Mariotti   Assistant Hillary Burrows 
Marketing Director  David Cowell   Assistant Brett Edwards 
General Activities Director Claire Oxlade   Assistant Peter Frater 
Youth Director   Jodie Fraser   Assistant Emma Hillier 
 
No nomination had been received for Assistant Chief Instructor and there were no nominations from the floor. This 
will be filled at a later time.  
 
Moved: Shan Grose   Seconded: David Cowell   Carried 
 
Paul Mathew returned the Chair to the new President Frank Traugott. 
 
The following Panel members and Patrons were confirmed: 
 
Patrons Jean Hay AM, David Hay, James Griffin MP, Des McAteer  
Trustees   Keith Crampton, Paul Day, Arthur McCarroll 
Judiciary Panel   Adam Traugott, Mark Maddox, Keith Abraham 
Life Members & Distinguished 
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Panel (election held)  Shannon Job, Paul Day, Ron Morton, Arthur McCarroll  
Rules Panel   Lee Cooper, Adam Traugott, Keith Abraham 
 
The Chair wished the new Board, panels, trustees and patrons all the best for the coming season.  
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
As nothing had been received in writing there was no other business. 
 
The Chair however raised our affiliation …. 
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed and thanked everyone for their contribution and attendance. 
 
The Meeting closed at 12.31pm 
 
 
President and Chairman  ……………………………………………………………….    Frank Traugott 


