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MINUTES OF THE 117TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF NORTH STEYNE SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB INC. 
HELD ON  
SUNDAY 14tH JULY 2024 AT NORTH STEYNE SLSC 

 
The meeting commenced at 11.00 am.  
 
1. WELCOME BY THE PRESIDENT 
 
Chris Gibbs Stewart, President, welcomed members, family, friends, and guests to the 117th Annual General 
Meeting of North Steyne SLSC. She especially recognised the life members and distinguished and outstanding 
service members present. 
 
A special welcome to Sue Heins (Mayor, Northern Beaches Council (NBC)), Sarah Grattan (Northern Beaches 

Council), Des McAteer (Balgowlah RSL, Vice President), John Garland (Balgowlah RSL, Director), David O’Brien 

(Balgowlah RSL, Director), Tracey Hare-Boyd (Sydney Northern Beaches SLS, CEO), Rod McGibbon (Sydney Northern 

Beaches SLS, President),  Michael Wasley (Sydney Northern Beaches SLS, Deputy Branch President), Stephen 

Holdstock (Lions Club Manly - Treasurer), Matt Grainger (Manly Surf School). 

She also acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land where we meet today and paid her respects to their 

elders, past and present.  

The 117th AGM was a hybrid meeting with people who also attended on Zoom. 

Adam Traugott, the Laurence family 
 
Attendance included: 
 
Life Members: 
Shannon Job, Deb Foote, Jack Sutherland, Arthur McCarroll OAM, Jonathon Colwell, Ronald Morton, Paul Day, Keith 
Abraham, Trevor Lane, Paul Mathew, Bernie Burrows, Frank Traugott, Richard Donaldson 
 
Distinguished and Outstanding Service Members: 
Christine Gibbs Stewart, David O’Brien, Adam Traugott(Zoom), David Cowell, Alex Salier, Dan Hillier, Rebecca 
Chapman, Jodie Frazer, Kyra Jenkins, Mark Neighbour, Mark Stewart, Jo Cooper 
 
Members:  
Lou Lou Stanley, Emma Hillier, Akati Sakati, Phillip Du, Rebecca Herstol, Caroline Yarnell, Sarah Lally, Tim Laurence, 
Gordon Lang, Erin Colwell,  Lachlan Van Der Pluijm, Craig Shadbolt, Scott Turner, , Mark Maddox, Danny Gompes, 
Jon Holman, Jack O’Shannassy, James Townsend, Angela Townsend, Roisin Tumilty, Anthony Purcell, David Guthrie, 
Niels Thelosen,  Simon Herfort 
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2. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Zali Steggall OAM, Federal Member for Warringah; James Griffin, member for Manly; 

Tara McKnight, Ned Hillier, Abbey Hillier, Cath Hillier, Keith Crampton, Graham Stone (Balgowlah RSL, President), 

Damian O’Shannassy, Simon Fry, Tim Platt, Joe Mastrangelo, Peter C, Mark Neighbour, Claire Oxlade, Jerrod Creft 

 

It was resolved that apologies be accepted. 

Moved:  Arthur McCarroll OAM                  Seconded: Deb Foot  Carried 

 
3. REFLECTION 
 
One minute's silence was held in tribute to the loss of members and friends within the surf lifesaving community 
during the season, including members Peter Betts, Aaron Nable, Matthew Ingall, Neil Hunt, Reg Barnes, Sid Fischer, 
Tony Saunders. 
 
We also recently lost Robyn Lang - wife of long-time member Gordon Lang and mother of Peter and Em. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of: 

a) 116th Annual General Meeting on Sunday, 16th July 2023, will be accepted as a true and correct record. 
 

Moved: Jack Sutherland   Seconded:  Ron Morton            Carried 
 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 
 
There was no business arising from the 116th AGM in 2023. 
 
5. PRESENTATION AND APPROVAL OF THE 117TH ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
ANNUAL REPORT 
 

The President opened the meeting by presenting the Annual Report and warmly thanking Dan Hillier and 

Administration Manager Tara McKnight for pulling the document together. She reminded members that very few 

surf clubs can match North Steyne’s longevity; this was our 117th consecutive season, and once again, not a single 

life was lost while our patrols were on the beach. She expressed heartfelt gratitude to every member who 

contributed time and energy over the past year. 

She paid particular tribute to Captain Dave Guthrie, IRB Captain Mark Stewart, the entire Lifesaving Panel, our 

Patrol Captains and every patrolling volunteer, whose vigilance kept locals and visitors safe in sometimes 

challenging conditions. Training standards, she noted, remain “second to none”: Chief Training Officer Jodie Frazer 

and Assistant CTO Jo Cooper, supported by their trainers and assessors, delivered 18 new Bronze Medallion holders 

and working closely with Simon Herfort, guided 39 Surf Rescue Certificate graduates onto patrol for the first time. 
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The President also highlighted the welcome lift in club spirit off the sand, under the enthusiasm of Social Director 

Jon Holman, assisted by Paul Mathew, Eve Killick, Claire Oxlade and Liv Penny the calendar filled with barbecues, 

movie nights and board-riding mornings that drew members of every age back into the clubhouse after COVID’s 

long lull. Our youth members even organised a 100-kilometre fundraising paddle, which paid for their reciprocal 

visit to Warrnambool SLSC, full credit to youth coordinator Scott Turner for the logistics and to Youth Director Jon 

Colwell for on-water supervision. 

Turning to infrastructure, she explained that the clubhouse redevelopment has never been in a more advanced 

position: Council’s community consultation late last year returned overwhelmingly positive feedback. While council 

capital is limited, the Board has ring-fenced funds for design-development and other DA-related costs, with a 

collective resolve to break ground within three to four years. 

The season was busy on the events front as well. North Steyne hosted the 2024 NSW Surf Life Saving 

Championships, an influx of six thousand competitors and fifteen thousand spectators. The President thanked 

every volunteer who marshalled, cooked, parked cars or emptied bins, with special mentions to the Manly Lions for 

the barbecue, Dave Guthrie, David Cowell and Simon Herfort and for local coordination, Queenscliff SLSC for cross-

beach support, and Surf Life Saving NSW for trusting us with the carnival. 

On the competitive side, our “Ripper Nippers” embodied the North Steyne ethos, dominating their division at State 

and sending two youngsters to the Australian Championships. Ripper boss Dave Cowell received thanks for shaping 

that cohort.  

Across the wider surf-sports program, we enjoyed a string of podiums: Shannon Job claimed a gold and a silver at 

Aussies, Caroline Yarnell struck gold, Sarah Lally collected bronze, and Ripper Nipper Kate Nevill bagged two silvers 

and a bronze—proof that the black-and-gold cap remains a force nationwide. The President congratulated Surf 

Sports Director Sarah Lally for her dual role organising training and leading the Champion Lifesaver squad, and 

thanked Assistant Director Deb Foote for her relentless behind-the-scenes work. 

The President emphasised that the Nippers section is “the future of the club”, praising Simon Herfort, Bernie 

Burrows, coaches Tom and Harrison, every age manager, and the water-safety crews who give up Sunday mornings 

all summer to foster surf skills in 300-plus children. The annual Awards Night in May capped the season: Patrol 13 

under Jodie Frazer lifted Patrol of the Year, while Simon Herfort’s dual effort in Nippers and SRC training earned 

him Club Person of the Year. 

National recognition also came our way. Life Member Arthur McCarroll received an Order of Australia Medal for 

services to lifesaving, and long-time member Kate Munro was likewise honoured for her youth-development work, 

both announced in the Australia Day honours list. 

Membership numbers remain steady and the club’s financial position is healthy; Treasurer Shannon Job will outline 

the details shortly. The President thanked Tara McKnight for day-to-day administration, Dan Hillier for secretarial 

duties, and Sophie Egden for her support as Assistant Secretary. 

She then updated members on the Gaza Nippers program, which is suspended indefinitely due to the conflict. One 

of the lifeguards North Steyne trained for the project, Mo Saleh, has arrived safely in Australia through the work of 

the Northern Beaches Committee for Palestine and will shortly feature on The Project. Mo and his family arrived 

with little more than two suitcases, and today’s meeting is raising funds to help them settle. 
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In closing, the President acknowledged key sponsors and supporters, the Balgowlah RSL, Manly Lions, Wystan, 

patrons James Griffin MP, Deputy Mayor Sue Heins, Zali Steggall MP and Des MacAteer, plus the SNB Branch and 

Council lifeguards—and thanked every member for another season that blended lifesaving excellence, competitive 

success and genuine community connection. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

Chris invited Shannon Job, Treasurer, to speak about the financial statements. 

The Treasurer echoed the President's thanks to the Secretary and Administrator regarding the Annual Report. 

The Treasurer made a few comments on the finances for the year.  

The Club had another strong financial year, detailed in the Annual Report, including a surplus of around $90,000, 

increasing our accumulated earnings to $725K.  As a board, the decision was made to increase our allocation to the 

future fund, which brings the fund to just shy of 300K. The good news on the future fund is that it is the first time in 

10 years that interest is running higher than inflation, which means the fund is actually growing on its own. 

Other highlights were the fantastic sales through the bar and the BBQ, grant money was slightly higher than usual, 

and the Treasurer thanked the Australian Government, the NSW Government, and the Northern Beaches Council 

for their contributions to us putting patrols on the beach and running community education.  We have also 

received support from SLSA for patrol and equipment grants; SLS NSW support some of our building and facilities 

works, as well as our local branch, Sydney Northern Beaches, whose contribution helped with a lot for our 

operating activities and individual club costs. 

The Treasurer thanked the board for financial discipline this year, which is one of the reasons for the surplus. And 

we have delivered our expenses under budget, and we have delivered income ahead of budget. 

The Treasurer noted that the surplus will help with our ambitious capital expenditure plan, as the surpluses over the 

past few years will start being reinvested.  Noting around 250K of Capex expenditure. We have encouraged the board 

to focus on building works to improve the members' experience. 

 

The Treasurer noted the non-financial reporting within the Annual Report, with the year-on-year carbon emission 

reporting this year also included in the reports. The Club is on the cutting edge in doing this. 

 

Additionally, the Treasurer noted that the upgrade of the gym facilities is underway due to the damage and the 

insurance claim; Shannon thanked Rob Burgess, Bernie Burrows, Dan Hillier, and the team around them for the work 

and progress on the gym. 

 

Shannon invited Trevor Lane, Honorary Auditor, to speak about the financial statements. 
 

Trevor noted that it has been a very good year and discussed some items in the Annual Report. Trevor spoke about 

the Club's charitable purpose, which is achieved in a number of ways and makes a great contribution to the 

community. The Treasurer's report was very good, and the Club is in a good financial position, as detailed in the 

results. 
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Another point on page ten is about the club's expenses; it takes about 300K to run the club, which needs to be found 

in many areas highlighted by Shannon's report. 

 

Bernie Burrows sought clarification on two points: the balance of grant funds still available through Surf Life Saving 

NSW and the recent capital spend on the clubhouse showers, which he recalled had also been upgraded two years 

earlier.  

 

Treasurer Shannon Job directed members to the deferred-income note on page 75, explaining that part of the State 

Community Building Partnership grant—originally $97,000—has already been drawn down, while a second, pre-

approved tranche remains on hold with SLS NSW. COVID-related delays meant the club had not yet spent that 

portion, so the cash has not appeared in the current financial statements; however, the capital program budgeted 

for next season will fully utilise the remaining amount, and the income and expenditure will be recognised then.  

 

President addressed the bathrooms, noting that the council is coming in to look at this and we should not be paying 

for the repairs, including the ventilation issues.  The money we are looking to spend relates to doors, hygiene and 

small lockers as improvements. 

 

Jon Colwell asked whether cleaning costs were included. The President confirmed that routine cleaning remains a 

club expense. 

Annual Report and Financial Report acceptance. 

 

Moved: Shannon Job   Seconded: Dave Cowell   Carried 

 

Chris invited Rob McGibbon, SNB Branch President, Sarah Grattan, Northern Beaches Councils and Life Member 

Jack Sutherland to comment on the Annual Report. 

 

Rob passed on congratulations to Chris and the team on producing an excellent Annual Report. Rob emphasised 

that North Steyne’s 117-year record of “no lives lost while on patrol” is an extraordinary achievement and a solid 

foundation for the next generation of lifesavers. He thanked everyone for their contribution to another successful 

season. 

 

Sarah Grattan spoke to the report from a wellbeing perspective. She noted that the most powerful protective factor 

against suicide is a sense of community and belonging, and North Steyne functions as exactly that kind of hub. She 

then updated members on the clubhouse redevelopment, confirming that Council recognises the project’s 

importance and has placed North Steyne at the top of the list once funding becomes available; in the meantime, a 

modest allocation will be needed to keep preparatory work moving. 

 

Jack Sutherland reflected on 72 years of membership, recalling the enduring camaraderie he has shared with Club 

stalwarts such as Ron Morton, Dave O’Brien and Paul Day, each of whom has given more than six decades of service. 

He urged younger members to cherish—and pass on—that same spirit of friendship. 

 

6. PRESENTATION OF AWARDS: 
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Chris Gibbs Stewart invited Jack Sutherland to present the following awards; Chris Gibbs Stewart  spoke to the 

following awards: 

Outstanding Service Award 
David Guthrie 
 

Outgoing Patrol Captains 
Dave Guthrie spoke to the service of our outgoing captains and provided a token of the club's gratitude: 
 Emma Hillier 
 Danny Gompes 
 James Townsend 
 
Australian Champions: 
Chris Gibbs Stewart invited Deb Foote to the stage to make a presentation for our Australian Champions 
 
Deb Foote reminded members that North Steyne has fielded athletes at the Australian Championships since 1908 
and has produced numerous national title-holders. To honour that heritage in a fresh way, the club will retire the 
traditional blazers and instead present a numbered North Steyne competition cap to every future gold-medal 
winner at Aussies. Each athlete will receive only one number—awarded for their first national gold—and the 
previous recipient will have the honour of presenting the cap to the new champion, creating a living lineage of 
North Steyne success. 
 
Club Caps presented to: 
  

Shannon Job 
Caroline Yarnell  

 
Chris Gibbs Stewart invited Rob McGibbon, SNB President & Sue Heins, Northern Beach Mayor, to present:  
 
National Medal 
The National Medal recognises and celebrates the sustained service, either paid or volunteer, of outstanding 
Australians. Awarded to members who have contributed 30 hours of service over 15 years.  
 

Deb Foote 
Richard Donaldson 
Mark Maddox 
Alex Salier 

 

7. AFFILIATION WITH SLS SYDNEY NORTHERN BEACHES BRANCH 

The Chair moved the Motion: “That affiliation be sought for the season with Surf Life Saving Sydney Northern 

Beaches Inc. (Branch). Further, that the articles, constitution, by-laws, regulations and resolutions, together with the 

awards and equipment at the Branch, Surf Life Saving NSW and Surf Life Saving Australia Limited, be accepted 

without limitation.” 

Moved: Chris Gibbs Stewart   Seconded: Gordon Lang 
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8. ELECTION OF PATRONS, DIRECTORS, JUDICIARY PANEL AND TRUSTEES FOR SEASON 2022/2023 
 

Chris Gibbs Stewart thanked all directors, assistant directors, and panel members for their hard work and 

contributions to the Club over the past season. Chris particularly acknowledged those not standing for re-election, 

Burnie Burrows and Junior Activities Director, Hilary Burrows, Assistant Junior Activities Directors, Jon Colwell, 

Youth Director and Sophie Egden, Assistant Secretary, for their service. 

 She then declared all board positions and panels vacant. She invited Frank Traugott to temporarily take the chair 

for the election of the Board of Directors, assistant directors, and panels for the upcoming season. 

Frank Traugott said there are a number of positions for which only one nomination has been received, and so those 

people are automatically elected to the role for which they have been nominated. One of the roles is President, and 

Chris will be returning as President unopposed. He invited her to take the chair back, and she would read out the 

elected Directors and conduct the rest of the election. 

● President – Chris Gibbs Stewart 

● Immediate Past President – Frank Traugott 

● Deputy President – Jack Sutherland 

● Secretary – Dan Hillier 

● Assistant Secretary – Vacant 

● Treasurer – Shannon Job 

● Assistant Treasurer - Vacant 

● Club Captain – David Guthrie 

● Vice-Captain – Vacant 

● Chief Instructor – Jodie Fraser 

● Assistant Chief Instructor – Jo Cooper 

● Competition Director – Sarah Lally 

● Assistant Competition Director – Deb Foote 

● Junior Activities Director – Simon Herfort 

● Assistant Junior Activities Director – Vacant 

● Marketing Director – David Cowell 

● Assistant Marketing Director – Bia Gouzi 

● General Activities Director – Jon Holman 

● Assistant General Activities Director – Eve Killick 

● Youth Director – Jack Watt 

● Assistant Youth Director – Vacant 

● Executive Officer – Paul Mathew 

 
Honorary Trustees: 
Paul Day, Arthur McCarroll OAM 

Judiciary Panel: 
Gordon Lang, Keith Abraham, Arthur McCarroll OAM  - one vacancy on this panel 

Life Membership & Honours Panel - Election held 
Ron Morton, Frank Traugott, Paul Day, Arthur McCarroll OAM 
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Rules Panel: 
Gordon Lang, Frank Traugott, Paul Mathew, Keith Abraham 

Future Fund Committee ongoing: 
Shannon Job (chair), Paul Day, Tim Platt, and Tony Falzarano  

Executive Officer: 
Paul Mathew 

Honorary Legal Advisor: 
Vacant 

Honorary Auditor: 
Trevor Lane 

Public Officer: 
Frank Traugott 

Patrons: 
Patrons for the upcoming season were noted as: 
Zali Steggall OAM MP, Federal Member for Warringah, James Griffin MP, Sue Heins, Northern Beaches Mayor, Des 
McAteer, Director of Balgowlah RSL, Grahame Stone, President of Balgowlah RSL, Greg Bennett of Bennett 
Surfboards 
 
Motion to approve the positions for the upcoming season 2024/2025.  

Moved: Gordon Lang  Seconded:  Ron Morton    Carried 
 
Chris wished the new Board, panels, trustees and patrons all the best for the coming season. 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
One piece of General Business was raised by Bernie Burrows one week in advance: 
Discussion on the process to vote on the honour of Life Membership. 
 
Discussion Point: Members are the sole arbitrators of the Awarding of Life Membership. 
 
The Life Membership & Honours Panel is only there to ensure that the Nominee has fulfilled the criteria for the 
nomination to be proposed in a special resolution at an AGM or a special general meeting of members. 
 
The Honours Panel should not have the right to veto the application if the criteria are met. 
 
 
Bernie Burrows addressed the item by outlining his understanding of the club’s process: once a nomination satisfies 
the published criteria, it is presented directly to the AGM and requires a 75 per cent majority of members present; 
historically, neither the Life Membership Panel nor the Board has endorsed or rejected candidates. He noted that 
the current rules appear to add a new step—referral to the panel for approval—and asked that the Rules Panel 
revisit the wording. In his view, the panel’s role should be limited to verifying that the criteria are met, leaving the 
final decision entirely with the membership. 
 
 
Arthur McCarroll OAM commented on Bernie's position regarding the process and suggested that the Rules Panel 
to review and to advise further. 
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Chris declared the meeting closed and thanked everyone for their contribution and attendance. She invited 
everyone to adjourn to the bar. 
 
The Meeting closed at 12.13 pm. 


